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Basic Chainsaw Maintenance and Care Summary 
 

Before starting work – Visual Check Over 

 Checking for leaks 

 Check throttle trigger and lock operation 

 Check chain brake operation 

 Check fuel and oil 

 Check chain tension and sharpness 

 Check Anti-vibration elements 

 Check chain catcher 
 
Whenever Fuel Tank is Re-filled 

 Visual check over 

 Chain tension and sharpness 
 
End of Day 

 Visual check over 
 
These checks are essential to keeping your chainsaw in good working order, as well as keeping you safe.  If 
you discover a problem with your saw as you are doing your checks, please bring your chainsaw to STIHL 
SHOP Greytown where a team of experts can resolve any issues. 
 
Please refer to your owner’s manual for more detail on each of these points covered.  Do not attempt any 
maintenance or repair work not covered or described in your owner’s manual. 
 
 

Chainsaw Safety Equipment Summary 
 
You should wear protective clothing and equipment at all times when operating outdoor power equipment.  Clothing 
should be sturdy, but allow complete freedom of movement.  You should wearing snug-fitting clothing. 
 
You should avoid clothing that could get caught on branches, bush, or moving parts of the chainsaw.  This includes 
removing jewellery and making sure long-hair is confined. 
 
STIHL SHOP Greytown offers a comprehensive range of personal protective clothing and equipment including: 
 

 Safety Helmets 

 Face Shield 

 Safety Glasses 

 Earmuffs 

 Heavy Duty Gloves 

 Steel capped safety boots 

 Chaps 

 Hi-Vis Clothing 
 

 
 



Chainsaw Sharpening Summary 
 

 
Keeping your chainsaw chain sharp is a must! A blunt chain will excessively wear your cutting components, use more 
fuel and place more fatigue on the operator.  
 
Keys to identifying a worn chain  
 

 The chain does not pull itself into the cut, it has to be forced to cut by applying pressure to the power head 

 When bucking, fine saw dust is pulled from the cut instead of thick chips 

 Smoking in the cut even though the chain lubrication is in order and the chain tension is correct 

 The cut wanders in one direction. This is an indication of dull cutters on one side of the chain or irregular 
cutter lengths 

 The saw “chatters” and “bounces” during the cut. In this case you must check the depth gauge setting. 
 
 
If you your chain is too severely damaged you may not be able to file all the damaged out and the chain may 
have to be specially ground with a machine. If you have reached the wear marks on the cutting tooth of your 
chain it’s time to replace, in either of these case’s contact STIHL SHOP Greytown and we’ll be happy to help. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


